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Professors bring light tune with band
STARTED OVER
20 YEARS AGO
KAITLYN ASMUS

WRITING AND RHETORIC
Sometimes it’s hard to picture
our professors having a life outside
the classroom or having other responsibilities and hobbies to keep
them occupied during the week.
A lot of them have kids to keep
up with or coach little leagues or
meet with friends for coffee, but a
few professors on campus explore a
more musical side in their life outside of Northwestern.
Over 20 years ago, Joel Westerholm, professor of English, and
John Hubers, associate professor
of biblical and theological studies,
started a band now called The Usual
Suspects. The band brought together both Westerholm’s and Hubers’
talents of guitar vocals to create a
new sound for the Orange City area.
Not long after, their friend Gary
Reinders joined them, his harmonica playing and vocals adding an extra piece to their forming band.

Sam Martin, associate professor
of English, joined seven years ago
when he came to teach at NW. After
Westerholm invited him to a practice, Martin brought his talent of
percussion, including hand drums
and the African djembe drum, to
the band and has been with them
ever since.
Steve Mason, the most recent
addition to their band, joined after hearing The Usual Suspects at a
block party gig for Dover Church a
few years ago. Not only does he play
the bass, but he also brings his skills
to the table as he works with the
band’s sound system.
With many different instruments
to contribute, their music ranges
from blues to jazz to classic rock to
Irish-flavored folk music. The band
normally plays a mix of original
tunes written by either Westerholm
or Hubers and cover songs, specifically classic rock hits from the ‘60s
and ‘70s.
Professor Michael Kensak, an occasional listener of the band, said,
“For me, good music is like travel.
Listening to The Usual Suspects

PHOTO SUBMITTED
The Usual Suspects play a varity of genres of music including blues, jazz, classic rock and Irish folk music.

took me to Newfoundland, to Ireland, to the protest songs of the ‘60s
and to the love songs of my youth.”
The band plays fairly regularly at Sfumato’s Pizzeria and Town Square Coffee

Shop. They have also played at the Tulip
Festival and Arts on Central here in Orange City. Recently, some local wineries
and the Back Back at the Fruited Plain
cafe in Sioux Center have even invited

them to play. During the summer, The
Usual Suspects perform at the occasional backyard party or outdoor gig.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Married housing to become graduate housing
CHANGES EXPECTED
DURING 2020
VANESSA STOKES

WRITING AND RHETORIC

For such a small campus,
Northwestern has an unusually high number of engagements
and marriages. Just this past fall
break, at least four more couples got engaged. This comes at
a time when NW has decided
to eliminate its married student
housing program.
Over the past couple years, NW
has offered married students the
opportunity to live on campus in
the Courtyard Village Apartments
located by the DeWitt Family Science Center. Students with one
person in the couple enrolled at
NW as a full-time student could
apply for on-campus housing if
they would be married within that
school year.
Currently, there are five student
apartment units that are being
used as married student housing.
However, NW has decided

INSIDE

to use 15 to 20 of its available
apartments for the new master
of science in physician assistant
studies and master of science in
athletic training programs that
will start May 2020.
The students residing in the
married student housing were
informed of this decision on
September 9 of this year. NW
will honor their one-year lease
agreements and has provided
each couple with a list of local
rental properties and landlords.
The residence life staff and
NW administration have apologized for the potential inconvenience this may cause married
or engaged students.
“While I am very grateful that
we anticipate having a full campus next fall, I do wish we had
more space on campus so that
we could offer married housing
in the Courtyard Village Apartments,” said Marlon Haverdink,
the dean of residence life.
The campus catchphrase “ring

PHOTO COURTESY OF UNSPLASH.COM
A number of students are getting engaged just as married student housing is being eliminated.

by spring” is said with a laugh
at campus couples and put on
orientation staff signs. To coun-

teract this culture, students have
adopted an infamous October
Rule that keeps freshman from
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8|Eco-Challenge

dating anyone until October—or
risk being pranked.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Feig falls short on rom-com

MOVIE REVIEW

NO STORYLINE
LEADS TO DOWNFALL
MATTHEW AGUILAR
PSYCHOLOGY

“Last Christmas, I gave you
my heart,” and the very next
day this movie took it away.
Needless to say, “Last Christmas” was a film set in London
with no intriguing plotline and
its director seems to have lost
his touch in making comedy.
Paul Feig is known for
directing some female-led
comedies, including “Bridesmaids” and “The Heat,” but
with Emilia Clarke at the
helm of the film, Feig attempted to add a little romance into his filmmaking.
Emilia Clarke plays a cynical
woman who is jumping from
flat to flat always wondering
where her next place to stay
the night will be. Her character bumps into the heartthrob
from “Crazy Rich Asians,”
Henry Golding.
Golding’s character is quite
different in Last Christmas
as he plays a quirky, go-with-

the-flow romantic with a
pure heart.
Both actors try to display
some chemistry on the screen,
but the audience can tell the
lack of interest between the
two while watching.
Their first interaction is
when Clarke spots Golding
outside of the shop she works
at, and Golding is gazing at a
majestic bird.
Feig used a very predictable cliché. When the bird
poops on Clarke’s eye, Golding says that’s good luck, and
the two begin to spend time
with each other.
Clarke’s character seems to
be living in a single world of no
joy or happiness, which is ironic since she works at a non-seasonal Christmas store.
That’s correct. This film creates a non-seasonal Christmas
store to tell the audience that
Christmas is a holiday to remind us to be happy and joyful
all year long.
However, this is the only
part of the film where Christmas is mentioned aside from
the homeless shelter banquet.
You could change the title of

this movie to “Girl Meets Boy”
and nothing would change
within the storyline.
The movie could have been
played by just Clarke and
Golding and their developing
relationship, but they added
some supporting actors in the
hope that this film could be
saved by them.
Emma Thompson plays
Clarke’s ill-mother who just
wants the best for her daughter but is stuck in the past.
Thompson plays her part well,
but unfortunately for her, the
development of her character
is what keeps her from trying
to salvage this movie.
Another supporting actress
was Clarke’s boss at the Christmas store, Michelle Yeoh.
Yeoh’s character is in love
with the festive holiday which
is why she opens up her store
all year long hiring Clarke full
time due to the charm she
used to have.
What’s upsetting about
Yeoh’s character is Feig’s attempt at creating her character
purely for comic relief.
Needless to say, there are no
good jokes in this film unless

you count the two female cops
that pop up for five minutes
and deliver quality jokes.
Clarke plays her role well
and identifies with the character in real life since she had
a health-scare problem while
filming “Game of Thrones”
and needed to have multiple
brain surgeries.
A twist in the film leads to
Clarke’s character realizing the
good things in life and to look
up once in a while. Golding’s
character helps her realize all
of this and continues to support her throughout the film.
For the lack of a storyline,
“Last Christmas” has an impressive runtime and the audience is able to check their
phones in the theater without
missing any details of the film.
Feig’s film falls short of
being festive which answers
the question of whether this
was a bad Christmas movie
or a bad rom-com, pointing
toward the latter.
Take the lyrics of the iconic song from which this movie takes its name and save
yourself from tears. Watch a
better movie.

PHOTO COURTESY OF UNIVERSAL PICTURES WEBSITE

Cold War Kids’ captivating lyrics are new each listen
MUSIC REVIEW

BAND PRODUCES
MULTI-GENRE ALBUM
VANESSA STOKES

WRITING AND RHETORIC
Indie-rock band Cold War
Kids released their eighth album
“New Age Norms 1” on Nov 1.
The album is the first of a trilogy
of short, eight-track albums.
This change in album length
was inspired by Kanye West and
his previous release of shorter
albums “Pusha T,” “Nas” and
“Kids See Ghosts.” Lead singer Nathan Willet felt that he
wanted the band’s album to be
“without the baggage and hoopla of a full record/tour/concept
– more spread out – loose and
inspired,” which he told Billoard Magazine. The album is
meant to lack cohesiveness and
be somewhat undefined.
It starts with a light, laidback
electric guitar that pulls in the
listener and grows, adding the
tambourine and then a children’s choir before hitting your
ear with heavier bass guitar and
drums. The opening track’s name
“Complainer” makes the listener
ponder. It delves into the idea of
time and social media, a very hot
topic today.
College students can either

find resonance or rejection in
the line ,“You say you want to
change this world / Don’t sit
around and complain about it.”
Cold War Kids uses the catchy
tune to keep its listeners hooked
while calling them out all at the
same time. Though listeners
don’t seem to mind this fact, as
the song is already in the number five spot on Cold War Kids’
top songs on Spotify.
The next song, “Fine Fine
Fine,” rings with a sentiment not
often heard in today’s live fast,
die young world, questioning,
“Why would anyone want to
stay young? / No nostalgia, I’m
glad that it’s done.” The opening
drum set and piano mix mirror
Elton John’s “I’m Still Standing”
that challenges you to prove
them wrong. They are loud and
proud to say that they are happy to grow old. At the peak of
the song, Willet even starts to
change to a country twang that
emphasizes just how versatile
the band can be.
Which is why their track “Beyond the Pale” is the best, and
least like the others, track on the
album. The soft piano ballad had
my attention instantly. Framed
by the hard-hitting tracks, “Waiting For Your Love” and “Dirt in
my Eyes,” this song sticks out. It

displays the band’s ability to strip
everything back to a core of simple piano chords and powerful
vocals and still capture your ear.
But while the track feels like
a ballad that is professing the
sadness of someone missing
their love, the lyrics tell a different story. It starts with Willet
saying he is tired from all the
nights traveling. He strikes up
a conversation with someone:
“Just a simple conversation / It
don’t mean anything.” But that
conversation turns into an infamous late-night talk that has
him reminding himself, “I’ve
already got somebody / Somebody waiting at home.” Near the
end of the song, he admits that
something happened with the
unnamed other person he met
on tour, but that it doesn’t matter
since it was while he was away.
This is not exactly the love
song every girl wants to hear
their lover sing to them on a cold
night when their heart needs
warming. Yet it is another new
age norm that many people hold.
People nowadays can have a significant other while still swiping
on Tinder to look for their next
emotional high.
The rest of the songs are a
mix of the three genres displayed in these songs. “Dirt

PHOTO COURTESY OF COLDWARKIDS.COM

in my Eyes” takes on the gritty
feel Cold War Kids is known for
and “Tricky Devil” croons with
a dark, intoxicating vibe. “Calm
Your Nerves” alludes back to
the piano ballad while adding

a bit more beat. Cold War Kids
remains in their element of indie-rock roots with a few more
pop nuances thrown in.
Overall, the captivating lyrics
catch you off guard with every

listen. Take a second to soak in
the soulful tunes and you won’t
be disappointed.
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I-Club to host new Chai Khana tonight
FROM COFFEE
TO TEA
BAILEY BANWART
SOCIAL WORK

Northwestern’s International
Club will be doing things a little differently this year. Instead
of the I-Club Coffeehouse, the
I-Club is proud to announce
the first ever Chai Khana.
Chai Khana means Tea
and House. This event will
be centered around tea and
will take place in the Fireside
Room in Ramaker on Nov. 15
from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
This event will look a little
different than the original Coffeehouse in that it will be more
of a place of gathering than a
space for entertainment. Lisa Li
and Juki Saito will be dancing,
but the focus is on getting to
know people. I-Club vice president Tori Buckler is excited for
the event and wants to remind
everyone that this event is campus-wide, not just international
students or I-Club members.
“I think some people think
I-Club is just an intercultural
club, but we are trying to recognize that you don’t have to be
from another country to have a

different culture,” Buckler said.
It is important to remember
that even people from the United States may have different
cultures. People who look the
same as you, may have a completely different way of life.
This tea house will be an excellent opportunity to learn and
grow with each other. Buckler
hopes the event will be a chance
for groups of friends or individuals to create bridges into other
groups of people and find new
people they connect with.
I-Club hopes this event will
challenge you to step outside
your comfort zone a bit and
meet new people.
Chai Khana is meant to be a
space where students can detach from their busy lives and
the demands of schoolwork and
find fellowship with other Raiders. So, come alone, or with a
group of friends and meet new
people, share in new experiences and maybe learn a thing or
two about a different culture.
The I-Club core members will be providing a variety of teas for the event, and
students are asked to bring
their own cups to reduce the
paper and plastic waste from
the event, going along with

PHOTO COURTESY OF UNSPLASH.COM

our campus-wide 30-day
eco-challenge.
Not only will this event
feature tea, it will also be a
dessert potluck. The core
members of I-Club will be
providing desserts, but students are also welcomed and
encouraged to bring some

desserts of their own.
I-Club decided to switch
things up this year due to so
many entertainment and talent-based events that are going on or have just wrapped
up, including Ballyhoo and
NCDC. There was a fear that
students would be burned

out by this point, and I-Club
wanted this event to create a
more laid back atmosphere
without the nervousness of
performances.
For those wanting to contribute to the dessert potluck, please email a list of
the ingredients or the recipe

of your dessert to either Tori
Buckler at tori.buckler@nwciowa.edu or Kevin McMahan at kmcmahan@nwciowa.
edu so they can provide a list
at the time of the event for
those with allergies.

Crossing cultures: Makoto Yoshihara
RICH CULTURE AND
INSTRUMENTS
ANGELA WITERING
THEATER

Have you ever wished you
could fly?
Sophomore Makoto Yoshihara
does. He thinks birds are some of
the coolest creatures God created. He wishes that God had given
humans wings, in order for us to
have pleasures that birds do, like
going wherever we want, or just
hanging out in the sky.
Yoshihara is a youth ministry
major with a minor in psychology. He loves music, both playing instruments and listening
to them.
He is originally from Japan but
has lived in Korea for a total of
10 years. He had been taught the
English language in his classes
and had spoken it in his education in Korea before he first arrived in the United States, just
two short years ago.
Yoshihara says that studying
in English has been difficult, but
the experience of studying from
a different perspective than his
own has been valuable to him.
“It was tough to be only Japanese and surrounded by totally
different people. It’s still tough,
but it’s been better and a good
experience,” Yoshihara said.

The experiences he has
gained here differ greatly from
the ones he has gained in both
Japan and Korea.
The beautiful landscape of Japan holds over 100 million people, and the technological country of South Korea holds a little
over 50 million. Yoshihara himself is from the city of Nagoya,
Japan, which holds over two
million people itself, and then attended some of his schooling in
Seoul, South Korea, which holds
nine million people.
That made coming to a college
that resides in a town made up of
a little over 6,000 people, within
an entire state holding only three
million people, a little bit of a
culture shock to Yoshihara.
Some of the biggest differences he states between here and
his home are that there are fewer people and there is much less
traffic. However, he says that being around people so different
than him has proven to be a good
experience.
Yoshihara comes from a culture rich with its own important historical and religious holidays. While one of the most
widely celebrated holidays here
in the United States is Independence Day on July 4, one of the
most important holidays in Ja-

PHOTO BY KIYLEY MEEDER
Makoto Yoshihara plays the drums on the worship team for NW.

pan is their New Year celebration, which can be called either
shogatsu or oshogatsu.
Most of the businesses in Japan shut down from Jan. 1 until Jan. 3, making it so families
are able to spend that holiday
time together.
Another important holiday in
Japan is Obon. It is an annual
Buddhist holiday meant for commemorating one’s ancestors.
“It is believed that each year

during Obon, the ancestors’ spirits return to this world in order
to visit their relatives,” Yoshihara
said. This important event usually takes place during the middle
of the month of August.
During both holidays, people
eat traditional foods and celebrate the roots of their culture.
It is emphasized that people
come together, away from other
things that make them busy, and
make time to spend with their

families during that time.
Someday, Yoshihara wishes
to go back to Japan and become a pastor. He plans to go
to seminary after he finishes
his undergraduate degree here
at Northwestern.
He is the oldest of his siblings,
with two sisters and a brother.
His favorite color is ocean blue,
and his favorite animal is the king
of the jungle, the mighty lion.

FEATURES 4
A day in the life of Mark DeYounge

THE CHAPLAIN
STAYS BUSY
CAMBER HERRIG
PUBLIC RELATIONS

Hidden in the southeast
corner of Ramaker, students
can find Mark DeYounge, the
campus chaplain.
When DeYounge wakes up,
he bases his clothing on what
kind of day it will be.
“Is this a student day? If
it is, I dress quite differently
than if I was meeting with a
potential donor, leading an
event with a local pastor or
if I am speaking in chapel,”
he said.
Every morning, DeYounge
makes the 10-mile commute
from his home in Sioux Center to campus. Some mornings
start as early as 6:30 a.m. with
meetings to discuss the beginnings of a Young Life program
in Sioux County with a friend.
Early mornings and late
nights are common, especially
if it’s a particularly busy time
of year.
“Life looks really different
depending on the season,” he
said. “August through October
are very busy with the start of
the year, student investment,
launching new programs,
launching the new year and
training student leaders.”
He divides his roles as
dean of Christian formation
into three buckets: leadership, pastoral and program-

ming, spending time in each
bucket daily.
A typical morning starts
with grabbing breakfast
with a group of guys who
are leading small groups,
followed by a meeting with
a student to discuss how to
walk with Christ through a
time of grief and another to
discuss relationships.
After a few morning meetings, DeYounge might meet
with the president’s cabinet to
discuss executive items or to
have a time of prayer, facilitate
a NED Talk or prepare for an
upcoming chapel. DeYounge
is currently planning for
speakers to come in February,
along with organizing a mini
conference in February with a
graduate studies program over
better including, embracing
and empowering people with
intellectual diversity.
“You have to plan way
ahead to get people to show
up,” DeYounge said.
“It’s a delight and a joy to
get to work with people on
the president’s cabinet level and constantly be blessed
by great leaders, and then to
see on a programmatic level
things like chapel, NED Talks,
Ngage, SOS, SSPs,” he said.
“On a more organic level, I get
to be involved with individual relationships with students
through one-on-one meetings
with men and women across
campus.”
Once the day at Northwest-

PHOTO BY ALYSSA GLANZ
Mark DeYounge supports the students who created the 30-day eco-challenge at their recent NED Talk presentation.

ern is completed, DeYounge
heads back to Sioux Center.
He comes home to his family:
his wife Liza and three kids,
Will, Charlie and Wes, investing the most time with his
family as he can.
It’s obvious DeYounge has
a lot on his plate, balancing
his different roles on campus,
along with being a husband
and father, but he knows how

to keep his head on straight
and take time for himself.
“My own solitude and my
own quiet time is really important to me,” he said. “My
own time in the word is really important to me. My own
private life is really important
to me. Those things keep me
grounded. In my free time, I
really like to be outside – golfing and fishing in the summer,

bow hunting for deer or walking through grass for pheasants in the fall, snowboarding
in the winter.”
At the end of the day,
DeYounge knows his ability to
love and do his best through
all aspects of his career are
limited, but he knows that
God is present on campus.
“It’s probably one of the
more inspiring jobs that I have

ever had the privilege of doing,” he said. “Solely because
of two things – the people I
work with and to just see the
heart, talent, and high ceiling
of students. To see them graduate from this place makes me
sad, but to watch them make
an incredible difference in the
world for the glory of Christ is
a pretty inspiring thing.”

Married housing to become graduate housing
FROM PAGE 1
This hasn’t stopped students
from getting engaged during their
time at NW.
During Steggy Keggy, first north
hung pictures of 16 couples who’ve
gotten engaged before spring in
the past few years, but this number
does not account for all of them.
Current housing policies put
NW under no obligation to provide this service to married students on campus. But for students
like recently engaged Ally Petit
and Joey Lohse, this puts them in
a tough position.
“We are looking at places around
town, and it is proving to be rather
difficult,” Petit said.
Petit and Lohse got engaged
December 2018 and contacted
Haverdink soon after to ask about
their married student housing
policies. They were told there was
availability and had been planning
on this convenience for the 20202021 school year after their wedding this coming May. Now they,
like many of the married and engaged students on campus, have
less than a year to find a different

housing option on or near campus.
“I would love if Northwestern accommodated married housing, but
we know Northwestern is not obligated to provide married housing
to students,” Lohse said.
This change is likely to be permanent as the MSAT and MSPAS
programs continue to grow in
number.
“Since making this decision, we
have had a high number of graduate students indicate that they
indeed want to live on campus in
the Courtyard Village Apartments,”
Haverdink said.
The new MSAT and MSPAS programs have received a positive response from those involved, but the
transfer of residence in the midst of
such a high married and engaged
student rate on campus makes
some students wonder where NW’s
values lie.
“I am curious about why
Northwestern thinks their new
PA students are of higher prior-

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW MARCOMM
Pictured is the current Plex apartments that hold married couples on campus, soon to be the homes of new
graduate students next fall.

ity than married undergrad stu-

nience this may have put on mar-

dents,” Petit said.

ried and engaged students but

multitude of factors.
“Our policy on married housing

needs to make decisions based on a

has always been to offer it to our

NW recognizes the inconve-

married students whenever we anticipate having enough space to do
so,” Haverdink said.
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Freezing time and growing relationships
FAST-PACED
PHOTOGRAPHY FOR
SMIT
SCHUYLER STERK

ENGLISH TEACHING
On top of classes, homework, college life and other
school commitments, senior
Kelsey Smit has also established her own photography
business. Smit manages everything with grace and joy,
using her passion for photography and people to help
her develop her artistic talent
and build new relationships.
Her passion began when
she saw how her photography could affect people. Seeing the joy on people’s faces
and hearing how they cherish
the captured memories is the
most beautiful part of the
business for Smit.
Smit officially launched
her business in late 2017.
She started taking pictures
in middle school. Her brother saw her interests in technology and photography and
convinced her parents to get
her first DSLR camera for
Christmas. With this new toy
in her hands, she was always
outside shooting.
“I grew up on a farm,” Smit
said. “There were always

things to photograph.”
She learned her camera
like the back of her hand and
only upgraded during her
freshman year of college.
But Smit didn’t start college with dreams of being
a professional photographer. In fact, she had no
intentions to start her own
photography business.
“To be honest, I thought
it was unrealistic,” Smit said.
“That I would always have to
settle for photography being
just a side hobby.”
After taking pictures of
friends and posting them
online, her best friend’s
brother asked her to photograph his proposal and engagement. Later they asked
her to capture their wedding
as well, and though she was
terrified and felt too inexperienced, she said yes. After
that, the bookings for senior
photos, family pictures, engagements and weddings
started rolling in.
While there are a lot of
things to love about photography, one of Smit’s favorite things is the challenge it presents her. It took
years for her to develop an
eye for photography and
learn how to work with
light, technology and edit-

ing software. Now she truly
enjoys the entire process.
“No matter how many photos I take, I’m still fascinated
by the fact that we can freeze
a moment in time and have
that moment to remember
forever,” she said.
With each session comes
unique challenges, and Smit
says she needs to react quickly to a variety of lighting
situations and weather conditions. The fast-paced and
high-pressure events like
weddings are also an exhilarating challenge for Smit.
Weddings, in addition to
senior shoots and engagement pictures, are her favorites because she enjoys getting to know her clients and
making them feel comfortable in front of the camera.
“I try to focus on the experience, making sure my
clients are relaxed and feel
good in front of the camera
so that they love their photos,” Smit said.
The relationships with her
clients are also very important to her, because she works
with so many people, many of
whom are repeats. She enjoys
seeing how her clients change
from year to year, and she
enjoys building relationships
with them and helping cap-

Professors’ band
FROM PAGE 1

While Westerholm, Hubers and Martin are all professors at NW, the other
members of the band hold
different careers.
Reinders is a farmer, and
Mason is an IT professional at
a local hospital. Due to their
busy schedules, they aim to
practice once a week in the
evening for a few hours.
They mainly book gigs on
Fridays and weekends since
the band can only handle a
limited few each month. But
it’s not the gigs that keep

them involved. For them, it’s
mainly about getting together
to make music and have fun.
“The band has been a great
small community within
which to share beauty and
skill and fun,” Westerholm
said. “It’s also been a great
opportunity to communicate
with many people in a language that says things that
words alone can’t say.”
Even though The Usual
Suspects have been at it for
a while, they’re expecting a
big change in January, which
is when Hubers is moving to
Ethiopia to take up a teaching position in Christian and

Muslim relations.
The band has been preparing for the transition of playing without Hubers’ guitar
and vocals.
“He brings some amazing harmonies and sings
lead on a good number of
songs,” Martin said. “So
things will change come
January. Maybe we’ll see if
we can recruit a keyboard
player and really change
things up. Or bagpipes!”
Either way, the band
looks forward to their future as they continue to
embrace their sound and
make music together.

PHOTO SUBMITTED
The Usual Suspects perform their light, original tunes and cover music at downtown Orange
City.

PHOTO SUBMITTED
Kelsey Smit enjoys the relational part of photography, along with freezing moments for her
clients to have forever.

ture their happiest moments.
As a senior business administration and marketing
major, Smit hopes the things
she learns in the classroom
and the skills she cultivates
through her business now
will help her grow her business to full-time within the
next five years. She is already
booked from June to Octo-

ber, but she isn’t sure yet if
she will step directly into
full-time photography right
after graduation or use her
business degree for a parttime job first. Either way,
Smit is excited to see what
the future holds for her and
her business.
If you’re interested in working with Kelsey, find her on In-

stagram at kelseyann.photo or
you can check out her website:
kelseyannphoto.com.

If you’re a student on campus
and have a personal business
you’d like to promote, contact
the features editor at
kaitlyn.asmus@nwciowa.edu.

OPINIONS
Studying tips
to finish the
semester strong
Attend review
sessions and follow
study guides:
Professors will provide the
necessary resources for you
to study for their exams. Use
them.

Start projects early:
The best way to make sure you
have enough time to do an
assignment well is to start early.
The more you do now the less
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All Christians should identify as feminists

Jori Steenhoek
History

I

f I had a dime for every time I heard
someone say, “Yes, I believe in equality
between the sexes, but I’m not a feminist”, I would
be a rich woman. Bra burning, lesbian, power
hungry, man-hating, whiney, entitled. These
are just a few words I have heard to describe
feminists.
Feminism, known by some as the other
F-word, has gained a negative connotation for
many in and outside of Christian circles today.
The word, originally intended to call for equality
between the sexes, has been twisted by society to
assume these negative connotations so much so
that many who agree the sexes should be treated
equally feel the need to qualify their beliefs by
not identifying with the term “feminist”. It is time
for Christians to stop qualifying their beliefs and
reclaim the term.
If you want to know why you should care,

the simplest answer I can give to anyone who
identifies as a Christian is: because Jesus did.
Jesus cared about the marginalized. That was
kind of his thing. So it would make sense that
he cares about women. If you would like some
evidence for this claim, check out Luke 10:38-42,
Luke 15:41, Matthew 12:46-50, Mark 16:11, John
20:11-18, Luke 8:43-48, John 8:3-11, Luke 7:1117 and Matthew 28:1-10. Luke 10:39 says that
Mary sat at Jesus’ feet. This is significant because
at a time when women were not allowed to be
educated, Mary sat in the typical position of the
male disciples. To sit at the feet of a rabbi meant
that person was one of his disciples.
In all of the Gospels, women were the first
witnesses to the resurrection. Jesus trusted
women, who couldn’t even testify in court, to
be the first witnesses of his resurrection, which
is arguably the most important event in human
history. These are just a few examples of how
Jesus boldly challenged the societal norms of his
day to treat women with dignity and respect.
As Christians, we are called to be Christ
like. That means it is a part of our calling to
care for the marginalized people in society,
including women.
So, if Jesus cared about women and saw
them as equal to men, why aren’t all Christians
proud to identify as feminists? If your answer is,
“I’m a man, why would I identify as a feminist?”
then you need to rethink. Jesus was also a man

and he cared.
Maybe you feel uncomfortable with
feminism because you see the marginalization
of women as an outdated issue. If so, consider
this: women with full-time jobs still earn only
77% of their male counter-parts earnings.
Thirty percent of women who have been in a
relationship report they have experienced some
form of physical or sexual violence from their
partner. Women around the world ages 1544 are more at risk from rape and domestic
violence than from cancer, car accidents, war
and malaria. Women currently hold 4.8%
of CEO positions at fortune 500 companies
and men outnumber women four to one in
technology heavy jobs. These are only a few
ways in which women are marginalized in
society today.
If your answer is simply because I feel
uncomfortable with the term feminist, truly
following Christ should take us outside of
our comfort zones. And if you don’t want to
identify as a feminist based on your “Christian”
principal, perhaps you should consider whether
your Christianity resembles Jesus or our culture.
Let us not domesticate Jesus or the gospel
message as it applies to all people everywhere
by being afraid to go against cultural norms.
So, yes, I’m a feminist and a disciple of
Christ, and I choose to boldly participate in his
kingdom vision. Will you?

stress you’ll have later!

Take study breaks:

Fern’s furniture has seen better days

It is easy to be productive in the
long run if you give
yourself breaks. Keep these
short though, 15 minutes is
often all you need.

Prioritize sleep:
Getting good rest is essential
to making sure you can retain
information well. Make sure
you set a bedtime and stick to
it, no matter what distractions
may arise.

Make a schedule and
manage your time:
Learning time management
is a skill that will help you for
the rest of your life, especially
during finals!

Find ways to make it
fun:
Learning doesn’t have to be boring! It’s easier to stay
focused when your having fun!

Allison Wheeler
Graphic Design

E

very dorm on Northwestern’s
campus has its pros and cons
when it comes to the conditions of the
physical buildings. I live in Fern Smith
Hall and I love being a resident of Fern.
All of the furniture in the rooms can be
moved around so the women of Fern can
get creative with the arrangements of their
rooms. In the winter, I don’t have to go into
the bitter cold to get food because Fern
is connected to the cafeteria. Fern is also
located relatively close to a lot of the main
buildings on campus.
However, there are some cons to living
in Fern that accompany those pros. There
isn’t any air conditioning, so not only is
the building toasty in the winter, it’s also
a “Fern-ace” at the beginning and end of
the year. Since Fern is connected to the
cafeteria, the two places share a lobby area.
This makes having all-hall events a little
hard because of space and timing. There
are lounges located on all three floors of
the dorm, but the furniture within these
lounges has seen better days.
When compared to the furniture in

$

every other dorm’s lobby and lounge area
on campus, Fern’s furniture is significantly
older and more used. Some of the furniture
pieces that have been brought in over
the years are second-hand and were still
in fairly good condition when they were
added to Fern’s collection. This collection
has become a conglomeration of different
pieces of furniture, which isn’t necessarily
a bad thing, but several of the pieces are
starting to get worn out and show their age.
Seeing the condition of the furniture could
be a turn off for prospective students who
come and visit Northwestern.
When discussing this issue with
Lindsay Hubbell, the resident director of
Fern, she understood the concerns coming
from her residents about the furniture
in the lounges. She explained that at the
end of each school year, each RD submits
a request to Marlon Haverdink, dean of
residence life, for various items their dorm
needs. There is a rotating budget that
exists for making purchases for each dorm.
The dorm with the greatest need is given
priority. “Typically, one hall is the one
chosen for the year,” said Hubbell.
Each hall also has its own budget
that is maintained through selling dorm
T-shirts and sweatshirts. This money can
be used for purchasing food and supplies
for all-hall events. However, Hubbell said
that Fern’s money could be put towards
purchasing new furniture, but the budget
isn’t very large at the present time so some
more fundraisers would need to take place.
I think the women of Fern could come
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up with various fundraisers throughout
the year in order to raise money to
purchase new furniture and some of the
other needs in the building. Maybe if
Fern as a hall could raise half the money
needed, the rest could be provided
through the rotating budget.
Hubbell emphasized that Fern has
not been neglected when it comes to
the rotating budget. Fern was recently
provided with a new television for the
first-floor lounge because the former one
was old and wasn’t working well. This is
only Hubbell’s fifth year at NW so she
doesn’t know the history of what Fern has
received through the budget before she
joined the residence life staff. Hubbell
believes that Fern’s turn is coming up soon
for either new furniture or other needs.
“I wouldn’t be surprised if new furniture
happens and it’s brought to Fern or Coly,”
Hubbell said.
Hubbell also explained that Fern
ranks high in terms of satisfaction when
the results from the quality of life surveys
come in. However, there really isn’t a
specific section in the survey that asks
about satisfaction with the furniture and
facilities of the dorms. The questions
in the survey could definitely be more
specific so students would be able to
voice their opinions and ideas when it
comes to their living spaces. Since the
surveys were just taken for this year, Fern
residents will either need to be patient or
come up with fundraisers in order to get
some new furniture.

Editor’s Note
The opinions published both in print and online
are the opinions of the authors only. Beacon
staff members do not necessarily support the
opinions expressed in this section. Research and
editing (other than formatting) of articles is the
responsibility of the authors rather than the editors.
Respectfully,
the Beacon staff
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XC individuals qualify for national championship
FOUR XC RUNNERS
QUALIFY FOR NAIA
NATIONALS
DEREK JANZEN
ACCOUNTING

The men and women
of Northwestern’s cross
country team brought
strong performances while
competing at the GPAC
Conference Championships
at Dordt this previous
Saturday, Nov. 9. Numerous
personal bests (denoted
with asterisks) were set
as the Raiders competed
against fierce competition.
The woman’s 5K race
was led by freshman Micah
Van Kalsbeek, finishing in
ninth with a time of 19:15*.
She was followed closely
by sophomore Autumn
Muilenburg, who finished
10th with a time of 19:16.
Next was junior Hunter

Koepke, who finished
11th at 19:17. Seniors
Kelsey Lang and Breanna
Harthoorn rounded off the
top five for the Raiders with
times of 19:23* and 19:27
respectively, placing 14th
and 15th. Junior Samantha
Dowling also recorded a
personal best at the meet.
Three
women,
Van
Kalsbeek,
Muilenburg
and Koepke, all qualified
for the NAIA National
Championship.
“I just trusted the training
and ran for my team,” Van
Kalsbeek said after her
ninth place finish.
The women’s team placed
third overall with a score
of 59 points. They were
beat out by Dordt and
Concordia, scoring 48 and
39 points respectively.
Junior
Joshua
Starr
led the men’s team in the
8K race, finishing 13th
overall with a time of

25:57*. He was followed by
sophomores Peyton Brasser
and
Leviticus
Cross,
placing 21st and 22nd with
times of 26:33* and 26:37*
respectively.
Freshman
Jakob VanDerWerff came
in fourth for the Raiders,
finishing 29th overall with
a 27:03*, and Sophomore
Isaiah Lee completed the
top five with a 46th place
finish in 27:47.
Starr will join Van
Kalsbeek,
Muilenberg
and Koepke at the NAIA
National Championship
in Washington.
“I think we knew that in
order to have a chance of
winning, we had to take
some risks and push the
pace. Going out fast paid
off for some of us and
didn’t pay off for others,”
Starr said after his race.
“Ultimately, though, I
think we can be proud of
our team effort and realize

for Hastings. It was only a
matter of time before the Red
Raiders entered the scoring
column, using a quick fiveplay, 56-yard drive to reach
the end zone. Quarterback
Tyson Kooima connected
with wide receiver Shane
Solberg from 24 yards out,
which was one of Solberg’s
four receiving touchdowns
in the game.
The Broncos did not have
the ball long before the
Raiders found themselves
back in the end zone. Hastings
quarterback Isaiah Jackson’s
pass on 3rd and five was
picked off by linebacker Ben
Granstra who ran 26 yards for
the score. After yet another
three-and-out was forced by
the NW defense, the Raider
offense used a series of short
plays to take a commanding
20-0 lead at the end of the
first quarter. The dominance
continued into the second, as
another Kooima to Solberg

play extended NW’s lead.
Later in the quarter, NW
was in the red zone once
again with a 37-0 lead but was
stopped short by Hastings to
keep the Red Raider lead to
37 at halftime. The Broncos
reached the end zone twice
in the third quarter, which
was opened by the Raider’s
final touchdown of the day.
The Raiders limited the
damage, however, securing a
44-17 victory.
There were many solid
individual
performances
as well for NW, as Kooima
completed 16 passes for 279
yards and four touchdowns.
All of those touchdowns fell
into the hands of Solberg,
who finished with 101
yards on six receptions.
Running back Garrett Packer
established a good running
game, as he ran for a total of
81 yards. Linebacker Sean
Powell led the Red Raider
defense in tackles with nine,

with an overall losing record
of 23-26; however, there
were several victories to be
acknowledged. Freshmen
Austin Hendrickson (149
lbs) and Sam Copley (149
lbs) celebrated their first
college wins. Hendrickson
put up a fight, blowing
his 0-2 record from the
Yellowjacket Open, which
took place the week prior,
and finished the day 3-2.
Both
seniors
and
previous
All-Americans
Dante Preciado (141 lbs)
and Andrew Null (165
pounds)
finished
the
day with 4-1 records,
placing
second
and
third respectfully. Dylan
Costello (174 lbs senior)
took fifth with a 3-2 match

total. Also finishing with a
3-2 record, senior Carter
Behler (165 lbs) proved to
be a force worth avoiding
as he obtained two of those
victories by fall. His second
loss was a forfeit to Null.
Head coach Rik Dahl
said, “The guys wrestled
hard today at a tough event.
It was fun to see our seniors
turn in some good days.”
Junior Bennett Sikkink
(184 lbs) said, “the guys
looked really good this
weekend. They have been
well disciplined up to this
tournament, and it paid
off on the mat. Very crisp
technique and a full gas
tank at this time of year
is especially impressive
to make it through a

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW ATHLETICS
Hunter Koepke and Autumn Muilenburg work together on the course to qualify for Nationals.

we pushed ourselves to
new limits.”
The men placed fourth
out of 11 teams, scoring
121 points. Morningside

came in third with 102
points, Doane came in
second with 44 points and
Dordt won the meet with a
score of 28 points.

The four individual
national qualifiers will
compete in Vancouver,
Washington on Friday,
Nov. 22.

Football team defeats Hastings

FOOTBALL TEAM
MAINTAINS PERFECT
RECORD

BRADLEY LAACKMANN
SPORT MANAGEMENT

A
warm
November
afternoon and a strong
performance for the home
team set the stage for another
Red Raider football win,
creating a highly-anticipated
matchup for the final week
of the regular season. With
a 44-17 win over Hastings,
Northwestern moved to
9-0 on the season and now
prepare to face an undefeated
Morningside team at home
on Saturday, Nov. 16.
Hastings fell to 2-7 overall on
the season, with a 1-7 record
in conference play.
After deferring on the
opening kickoff, NW gained
possession in a hurry,
following a three-and-out

PHOTO BY JOSHUA RATHBUN
The Raiders maintain their undefeated record after a solid win over Hastings.

while linebacker Tanner
Machacek and safety
Noah Van’t Hof both had
seven stops.
In what will be the biggest
matchup in the NAIA

for the final week of the
regular season, NW hosts
Morningside for a battle of
two top-five, undefeated
teams on Saturday, Nov. 16 at
1 p.m. In last year’s thrilling

contest,
Morningside
stretched out a 42-34 win.
The winner of this year’s
game will take the conference
title and an undefeated
record into the postseason.

Wrestling faces challenges and successes at DWU

WRESTLING TEAM
TRAVELS TO MITCHELL
FOR OPEN MATCH
JOSHUA DAHL

POLITICAL SCIENCE

On Saturday, Nov. 9 the
Northwestern
wrestling
team made their way up
to Mitchell, SD for the
first of many junior varsity
and varsity tournaments
throughout this season.
The Dakota Wesleyan
Open
provided
both
challenges and successes
for the NW team as they
faced many rivals including
three competitors in the
GPAC: Briar Cliff, Dakota
Wesleyan and Jamestown.
The team finished the day

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW ATHLETICS
The Raiders competed well against tough competition in Mitchell, South Dakota.

tournament like this.”
Looking ahead, the team
will travel to Seward, NE, to

dual Concordia University
Friday, Nov. 15 at 7 p.m. The
hosting college will provide

a livestream for those who
cannot cheer on the Raiders
in person.
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Beacon Eco-challenge prompts campus change
Staff

CAMPUS CHALLENGE POSED
BY FOUR STUDENTS
RACHEL KOERTNER

Bree Hodnefield
Co-Editor/Copy Editor

Jocelyn McCormick

PUBLIC RELATIONS

What started as a class project has turned into
a campus-wide movement. Four students with a
passion for environmental justice decided to advocate for change and have involved others all around
campus to change with them.
Kadence Cruse, Shania DeBoer, Ally Pettit and
Madison Wingert are all senior social work majors
who are passionate about taking care of the earth.
They see the positive impact a person can have by
making simple changes to their lives. They wanted
to share these ideas with people around campus as
well as raise awareness for the issue. So they created the 30-day eco-challenge, which runs through
Nov. 25.
“The eco-challenge is about changing negative
environmental habits into positive ones,” Wingert
said. “No matter what your stance is on climate
change, loving the earth in even small ways is
something we can all do to help people.”
There are many ideas the four women have suggested to love the earth in small ways. These include
limiting shower time, cutting down on eating meat,
bringing a reusable bag to the grocery store, shopping at thrift stores, bringing reusable mugs places
instead of using paper coffee cups, not using paper
towels, making sure to turn the lights off, hang drying clothes instead of using a dryer, walking places
when possible instead of driving, recycling paper
and many more.
Dana Van Ostrand, a senior Christian education
and youth ministry major, is one student participating in the eco-challenge. He has started taking
shorter showers, bringing his own cup to the hub

Co-Editor

Hannah Ross

Arts & Culture Editor

Kaitlyn Asmus
Features Editor

Caleb Arnett
Opinions Editor

Kelsey Lang
Sports Editor

Kaylee Puttmann
News Editor

Abigail Moody
Photo Editor

The editorial staff
reserves the right to edit
submissions for style,
clarity and length.
For advertising rates
and submissions, email
Advertising Manager
Sydney Rodman at
sydney.rodman@
nwciowa.edu.

PHOTO SUBMITTED
The eco-challene will run from Oct. 25 through Nov. 25 with hopes it will leave a lasting impact.

and cafeteria, recycling all plastic and turning off
the lights anytime he leaves a room.
“I decided to participate in the eco-challenge because in my time in college I have been convicted about my consumption and how it impacts the
earth,” Van Ostrand said. “I believe it is a part of a
Christian calling to steward the earth well, and this
has been my first experience in this stewardship.”
Pettit agrees that this advocacy and change is
something God has called his people to.
“We think this challenge is about loving this
earth and loving God, but also loving our neighbor
as these disasters affect the low-income people,”
Pettit said. “It’s about serving them, which comes
so much from awareness.”
That was a big factor for their passion towards
this project.
“The people who are hurt the most by climate
change are the people who can do the least,” Win-

gert said. “It’s important for people to participate
in something like this, because we can do things
that will help people and in turn love them, which I
think is the most important thing in life.”
There are a few ways the Northwestern community can get involved. Anyone can follow the
eco-challenge pages on multiple social media platforms, as well as post the ways they have gotten involved. There is also a box outside the DeWitt Cafeteria where students and staff can write down what
they’re doing to participate.
“I would definitely recommend [doing the
eco-challenge], not only as an event to do with your
friends but to participate in God’s call for humanity,” Van Ostrand said.
The group hopes this will be something many
students take part in, and that it will make a lasting impact on their lives even after the challenge
is over.

New dining option in Orange City
METRO BURGER
ADDS VARIETY

American Hamburger.

BEN HENKER

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

can dine in and enjoy the flag

from some other restaurants

themed decor, picnic tables

in Orange City, is that it is

and booths that add to the

it’s relatively cheap,” said Ja-

To make your sandwich

body can make, and you can

son Hiebner, a senior sports

into a meal, it only costs cus-

personalize it in many differ-

management major.

tomers an additional $3 to

mind? A Ballpark hot dog?

located on Central Avenue.

Corn Dogs? Nachos? Taco-in-

It’s about a half mile away

a-bag (walking-taco)? Chica-

from campus. Metro Burger

go-style pizza? BBQ anything?

provides an alternative to coffee

Wings? The food that comes

shops for people who are look-

to mind for me is the classic

that sets Metro Burger apart

tomato and lettuce ($0.50).

quick and easy meal that any-

first thing that comes to

most American food, what

option which includes onion,

tion with unique burgers and

ent ways to make it your way.
One Orange City restaurant
looking to help you get a burger your way is Metro Burger,

When you think of the

“It’s a great fast food op-

The burger is considered a

ing for something different.

Another thing Metro Burg-

add a soft drink or water and

er offers is the reasonably

fries, or for $5 they can add

priced menu. Nine different

a soft drink and upgrade the

sandwich options cost be-

fries to one of the other nine

tween $4.25-$5.

side options.

open on Sundays.
“Metro Burger has a friendly
atmosphere. They have some
scrumptious patties, and it’s a
cool option for Orange City to
have,” Hiebner said.
Metro Burger is a fast food

Customers also have the

Metro Burger also offers

choice to customize their

dessert options. They offer

burger with an extra patty

funnel cake fries ($4), scotch-

($1.25), bacon mixed into the
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menu allows them to focus

patty ($1), and/or the full send

Oreos ($4). The final thing

on providing quality. You

PHOTO BY RACHEL KOERTNER
Metro Burger offeres customers online ordering for convient pickup.

restaurant that has a basic,
focused menu. Their limited

eclectic design, or you can
take your food to go.
Metro Burger also offers
online ordering on their
website

www.metroburger-

iowa.com. Metro Burger is
open Monday through Friday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
and 4 p.m. to 9 p.m., Saturday from 11:30 a.m. to 10
p.m. and Sunday from 11:30
a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

